lunatics by 20. At first sight the increase of all classes of the insane seems very alarming, and not much consolation can be obtained by looking more closely into the figures, for we find it stated that while the number of lunatics under jurisdiction of the board has, since 1858, increased by 180 per cent., the population of the country has only increased by 49 per cent. And it is further pointed out that theincrease during 1901 has been 84 in excess of the average for the previous ten years. In the year 1892 the proportion of pauper lunatics to every 100,000 of the population in* Scotland was only 203, whereas it is now 244 to every 100,000.
Although qualifying circumstances might be mentioned, the general reader may well ask when the monotonous tale of the annual increase in the numbers of THE HOSPITAL. There cannot be a doubt that this is a correct view. The cost of the pauper lunatics ranges from ?24 to ?33 per annum in the royal asylums, and from ?18 5s. to ?34 in the district asylums.
In our notices of these reports in former years we have remarked on their admirable arrangement, and the present one is no whit inferior to its predecessors in the interest of its contents and in the conciseness with which every point is expressed.
